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Panelist Questions
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5)

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: Climate change may amplify stressors to forest ecosystems such as invasive species,
insect pests and disease, drought, and wildfire. Which stressors or which changes to disturbance regimes in forests
will represent the greatest challenge to maintaining healthy forests? Please discuss any data or analytical
approaches that the State should invest in to better understand these processes.

RESPONSE: Resilience is an important goal for forests in adapting to impacts from changing climate. What measures
or actions do you think are needed most to make our forests more resilient to climate change? What are the best
ways to protect vulnerable species and maintain healthy forest habitats? How should we be prioritizing between
vulnerable versus resilient species?

METHOD: The Forest and Range Assessment evaluates threats and assets for forest resources through a simplified
risk assessment model. Are there approaches that could be taken to better represent statewide resources that are
vulnerable to climate change? How have you managed appropriate scale of analysis and the idea of scaling up and
down when needed?

MITIGATION: Through carbon storage and avoiding excessive losses forests have the potential to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions. Which forest management activities or policies offer the greatest potential for promoting
carbon storage? What constraints are preventing the benefits from being realized? Also, discuss any data or analysis
methods that you feel the state should consider pursuing to better understand carbon storage and the dynamics of
carbon pools.

MONITORING: What monitoring and/or performance measures do you see as being most important for the state to
conduct carbon accounting in the forest sector? Also, discuss any considerations that should be given to regional,
state, and national reporting of carbon storage.
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