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PRIORITY LANDSCAPE
for Water Quality
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The State of California and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection make no representations 
or warranties regarding the accuracy of data or maps.  Neither the State nor the Department shall be 
liable under any circumstances for any direct, special, incidental, or consequential damages with 
respect to any claim by any user or third party on account of, or arising from, the use of data or maps.
Obtain FRAP maps, data, metadata and publications on the Internet at http://frap.cdf.ca.gov
For more information, contact CAL FIRE-FRAP, PO Box 944246, Sacramento, CA 94244-2460, (916) 327-3939.
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This priority landscape identifies areas where the highest threats 
to water quality overlap with the highest assets promoting water 
quality. It suggests areas of high priority for water quality. The 
threats to water quality used in this analysis are erosion caused 
by wildfire, impervious surfaces, and watersheds with waterbodies 
listed on the EPA 303(d) list. The assets used to indicate water 
quality used in this analysis are streams supporting anadromous 
fish, wild and scenic rivers, riparian canopy cover, forest meadows,
and naturally occurring lakes and ponds.
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DATA SOURCES
Priority Landscape (pl_t31_a109_1);
USGS National Hydrography Dataset (2009);
Sierra Nevada Montane Meadows, USFS R5 (2000);
ESUs for Coho, Chinook, and Steelhead in California, NMFS (2006);
Wild and Scenic River Designations, Calif Dept of Fish and Game  (2008);
Historic Range for Salmonids in California, NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science Center (2003);
303(d) List, Total Maximum Daily Load Program, California State Water Resources Control Board (2006);

Priority landscapes: For the 2010 Assessment, suggested priority landscapes were created using 
the best available data sources, subject to constraints on available time and resources. This included 
nationwide, statewide, and local data sources. Detailed methodology for creating each Assessment 
chapter's priority landscapes is available at http://frap.cdf.ca.gov/assessment2010.html. Priority 
landscapes are intended to provide a reasonable depiction when viewed over broad areas, based on 
varying asset values and threat levels, and are not appropriate at the project or parcel level.

USGS National Land Cover Dataset (2001);
Post-Fire Erosion Potential, FRAP (2004);
Watershed Boundaries for California, NRCS (2009);
USGS 1:100,000 DLGs


